[Development of Hodgkin's disease four years after autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation for multiple myeloma].
We report a case of Hodgkin's disease that developed 4 years after autologous peripheral blood stem cell transplantation (PBSCT). The patient, a 67-year-old Japanese male, underwent PBSCT for multiple myeloma (IgA-lambda type) under a conditioning regimen of carboplatin, etoposide and cyclophosphamide in June 1994 and obtained partial remission. In January 1995, he underwent a second PBSCT under a conditioning regimen of high-dose melphalan and obtained complete remission. In December 1998, he noticed swelling of the left cervical lymph nodes, and Hodgkin's disease of the mixed cellularity subtype was diagnosed from a lymph node biopsy sample. Immunohistochemistry studies showed that the Hodgkin's and Reed-Sternberg cells were CD30-positive. In situ hybridization using EBER probes showed that these cells expressed EBER RNA transcripts, indicating that the tumor was associated with Epstein-Barr virus. One noteworthy feature was the absence of both M-component in the serum and urine, as revealed by immunoelectrofixation, and plasmacytosis in the bone marrow, which would have indicated relapse of the multiple myeloma. After chemotherapy with MOPP and ABVD, the Hodgkin's disease was eradicated and the patient obtained complete remission in May 1999.